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CLEO SMITH 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [2.03 pm]: I rise regarding the disappearance of four-year-old 
Cleo Grace Smith and the police investigation working tirelessly to locate her and return her to her family. I know 
I speak for all members in saying that our thoughts are with Cleo’s family at this unbelievably difficult time and in 
hoping for Cleo’s safe return. 

On Friday, 15 October, Cleo’s family travelled to the Blowholes campground, on the Gascoyne coast, approximately 
70 kilometres north of Carnarvon, to go camping. The family set up camp that evening. At about 1.30 am on Saturday, 
young Cleo woke her mother requesting a glass of water. Cleo’s mother got her a drink, and went back to sleep. Later 
that morning, at about six, her mother realised that Cleo was not in the tent, along with her sleeping bag. After first 
searching the area, Cleo’s mother notified police, initiating a large-scale search. 

The Western Australia Police Force, supported by members of the State Emergency Service, the Army and the local 
community, undertook an extensive land and sea search of the area. Sadly, Cleo was not located, with police considering 
her disappearance to be suspicious and that she may have been abducted from the camp site. Police Taskforce 
Rodia, headed by Detective Superintendent Rod Wilde, has been formed and information from the public is critical 
to the task force’s work. Every necessary police resource is being directed to find Cleo and the government has 
assured Western Australia police that they have full access to the resources needed to find Cleo. Police have been 
collecting CCTV footage and seeking to speak with everyone who was in the area on Friday or Saturday, calling 
for anyone with dash cam vision to hand it in. Last Thursday, I joined the Premier, Deputy Commissioner Col Blanch 
and Superintendent Wilde to announce that the state government is offering a $1 million reward for information 
leading to the location and return of Cleo, or to the arrest and conviction of anyone involved in her disappearance. 
I urge anyone who may have information that could assist police to contact Crime Stoppers or police. Information 
can be provided anonymously. Members, this is every Western Australian parent’s worst nightmare. I know we all 
stand with Cleo’s family and our police in hoping for her safe return. 
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